firchasological Surwey Bepord #975,291

The ruins stredched along what had onoe
been called the sastern seaboard, now
submerged under fordy meters of acidic
brine. kythara adjusted her scanner's
frequency as she descended through the
murky water, her pardner Vems drailing
behind with the specimen conbainers.

"Fazcinating species, this one” Eythara
transmitied, her wodc e crackling through the
Water's interference. "Classic Type WII
+r‘an sition pattern. Look at these shructures—
' Rhe gestured doward the skeledal remains
of what had been Manhattan. "Remarkable
architectural complesity for such a bried
exizstence,’

They had studied dthe dimeline: 3 mere dwo
centuries from initial stmospheric adareness
o dotal systemic collapse. The temperature
records showed the cascade—first the ice
sheetz, then the methane releazes, +inally
the ocean chemiztry collapse that had
triggered what their historical
reconstructions termed “the grest dying”

"The lazt populations redreated o the polar
regions, Wexwx noted, examining s cluster of
crude shelters build from saluvaged melsl.
“Subzistence living for approsimately 20
years. et primarily consizted of jellyfish
and  algas—the only prodein sources that
suruived the pH o shitd”

Kuthara's scanner beeped as it identified
arganic compounds in the zediment. "Here's
What's truly remarkable, though., They Anew
thiz was coming. Look at these data
fragments—olimate models, emission
projections, impact scenarioz. They
understond the chemiztery pwr”r.n::‘r.li_,p,"

"Insufficient indelligence do Ei:lm'diﬁ;‘*e
;l_lli,j"'],nl“;,_ ;H' 'H“u—-' r::-qulrmj = dlt—t.' ..H
obzeruwed, uploading & fossilized *nur"r.;:ul“n:une
to their analysis buffer. "The cognitive
architecture was fundamentally dribal. Could
solve local problems brillisntly, but when
the challenge required species-wide
cooperation. He gestured at the drowned
CLECapE.

A zchool of bio-luminescent squid—one of the
new dominant speciss—drifted past the ruins
of wWhat had once been a stock exchange.

"Hry artitacts worth preseruingt™ came the
wiodce from their orbital station.

Buythara considered the question, her sensors
detecting traces of music, literature,
mathematical theorems in the quantum storage
deices H'u-au'd recoversd, Beautiful work,
really. Bud the universe was washt, and
consciousness wWould surely ewolue again
elzedhere, probably many dimes over.

"Megative, command. Standard Type VII
documentation complede. Mothing anomalous.
Me'll zee you back onboard.”

iy

2 they ascended through the silend water,
pazt the coral formations that had begun
colonizing the subway tunnels, Hythara feld
the familiar sense of perspective that came
with archasological work. HF{HH‘WF
civilization that thought it Was permansnt,
that itz particular patiern of m.aH.er' and
energy Was somehow special, chosen, destined
to persist.

Abiose them, the modified ::‘rnn:-spl“wr“ blazed
with colors that human eyes had newver =
beautitul in its own alien u:u;.
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“Hry arititacts wporth presesuing?”

Hegative, commatnd. Standard Type VI documentation complets,
Mothing anomalous. Hell see you back onboard.”




